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Notes from Fairtrade Fortnight – Let's Get Ready Campaign Catch Up

Questions for Fairtrade Foundation in the chat
Q: Is there anywhere groups can purchase a Fairtrade banana costume?
A: At present the Fairtrade Foundation is not selling banana costumes. We do have a few we can loan out for special occasions or events with enough notice.
Otherwise various costume shops do sell banana costumes online, or some campaigners have even made their own!


Q: Are there any more shop door stickers ‘we stock/sell fairtrade’ ?
A: These specific stickers are not available at present, but we have noted there is a lot of interest in these resources and will consider that when taking decisions around resources to create in future.


Q: When will print your own be available?
A: In late January we will be sharing a ‘Digital Campaigner Pack,’ which will include print-at-home resources, including several posters and leaflets.


Q: Where can we find the dates for the Big Get Togethers?
A: Full details of the Big Fairtrade Get Togethers, including times and dates, can be found online: https://action.fairtrade.org.uk/page/117303/subscribe/1?ea.tracking.id=FSTVMP
Those times and dates are:
Monday 27 February, 6.00 - 7.00 PM UK time 
Wednesday 1 March, 9.30 - 10.30 AM UK time (for schools) 
Friday 3 March 1.00 - 2.00PM UK time (for schools) 
Saturday 4 March 1.00 - 2.00 PM UK time 
Tuesday 7 March 9.30 - 10.30 AM UK time (for schools) 
Thursday 9 March 7.30 - 8.30 PM UK time 
Saturday 11 March 1.00 - 2.00 PM UK time


Q: Is the quiz already available or still awaited?
A: The quiz is already available and can be found on the Resource Library. You can also read more about running a quiz night on the campaigner-sourced event idea blog.

Q: Where can I find ideas from other campaigners about events and initiatives to run in Fairtrade Fortnight.
A: You can find these ideas in this blog. It contains plans and ideas from campaigners from across the UK.
Q: Are the “get togethers” for schools aimed at pupils, or teachers? Would they be suitable for lessons?
There are three Big Fairtrade Get Togethers which will be specifically tailored to pupils (see above for times and dates). The other sessions will targeted at adult audiences but may be suitable for older children too.
The Big Fairtrade Get Togethers designed for schools will be suitable to use in a lesson.

Q : Selling the message that food supplies are at risk won’t be easy - is there any data / info / case studies etc that FT can supply to help back up the argument 
Yes, these details will be in the Digital Campaigner Pack, available in late January.
Q: Are there any FT cheeses to go with the wine?!
A: No Fairtrade cheese does not currently exist. Most of the cheeses consumed in the UK are made in the UK itself or Europe, where Fairtrade does not currently operate.



Notes from Breakout Rooms

Breakout room 1
Most of the group confirmed that they had come to this even to look for ideas for activity.  
Rosa is from Croydon Fairtrade group.  Last year was their 20th anniversary but could not be celebrated due to Covid. They plan to celebrate this year - hopefully an event with the Lord Mayor and other VIP's in the Lord Mayors Parlour. 
Joan - is from a village outside Swindon. Part of their sustainability group - will be looking to make the links to Fair Trade.  
Janet - Winchester Fairtrade. May look to tie is with existing Carbon Footprint project. 
Elaine - Bristol Fair Trade - may try to revive the volunteers group that used to meet every two months by organising a group get together for one of the live events. Need to get a lead councillor again for FT. May have a tea / coffee party in City Hall. Hope to revive the Business Awards in 2024 - looking for opportunities to promote to businesses in 2023 so that they can start preparing. 
Anjum is a doctor in a primary care trust in central London. She is part of their sustainability group and keen to bring in a focus on Fairtrade. There is a meeting of the trust taking place in FTFN and she hopes to use that opportunity to have some activity. She is considering using the Quiz when it is available. 
Anjum highlighted that the message that favourite foods like choc and bananas are under threat may be difficult to get people to really believe - when they see choc and bananas on the shelves. We added a question to the google doc about what help there was to explain this message. 

Breakout room 2
· We had 2 people who volunteer in Fairtrade shops and talked about that.
· Ruth from Reigate gave a little more information about their trail
· One person was a Co-op Pioneer, discussed how that role could be used to encourage more Fairtrade-related activities in Co-op stores
· People were interested in the 'we support FT' stickers for shops and workplaces
· Everyone works with schools and children
· We discussed an increased focus on businesses, and wholesalers and trying to ensure more sales.

Breakout room 3
1. Friday markets, stalls in churches, library stalls/displays, stalls at university events
1. Schools conferences, assemblies, speaking to classes of students, bake-off competition with schools
1. Fairtrade breakfasts, Fairtrade coffee mornings with mayors/local representatives, Fairtrade meals e.g. one town had a link with Palestine and made a Palestinian meal and ticketed this to the public 
1. Fairtrade wine tasting nights - engage with the Coop, they’re usually happy to supply wine free or at a reduced cost
1. Most inspiring women's award - an award evening with a hamper prize, can invite local representatives/groups and get media coverage
1. ‘The Earth Cafe’ - a vegan pay as you wish meal (could be a good idea considering the cost of living crisis) 
1. Fair Trade Ways - examples Bradford & Wales

Breakout room 4

Ideas discussed included
· Contact and work with allotments associations; make a recipe book of local and FT ingredients  
· Use the themes ... "Food under threat" or "These products are an endangered species" 
· Competition in school to find the family with the most FT wrappers
· Encourage "warm spaces" to use FT tea and coffee
· Never stop reminding people

Breakout room 5

Current plans:
· Student conference with representatives ( 2 teachers and 8 pupils) of several local schools all come together during Fortnight.
Ideas of past Fairtrade events that were successful:
· Businesses forum breakfast, carried out in the council offices early in the morning during Fortnight so local businesses can attend before work. An added incentive is that local councillors were invited. Good opportunity for productive conversation around Fairtrade.
· fairandfunky School Workshops - Fairtrade, Recycling, Environment run workshops based around Yorkshire
Challenges:
· Number of Fairtrade campaigners have nor recovered after the pandemic, some groups with only a couple of people – they asked if we could have an updated list or map of local groups or individual campaigners so they could join forces? 
Fairtrade Foundation response:	 A map of local groups is available on our website. We can’t guarantee this is always up-to-date but it is based on our current knowledge of levels of activity amongst local groups. A similar map for Fairtrade Schools can be found our website.
· Was asked if the Fairtrade Foundation could do more sharing of campaigner events and initiatives on our channels. There was a feeling seeing this activity would give campaigners more chance of linking up 
Fairtrade Foundation response: Yes, sharing more campaigner events on our social media channels is one of our priorities this year

Breakout room 6
Question discussed of how to get a venue to show film.
Ideas discussed in response to this included send them to schools and asking for a church to show them.
Questions discussed- If they could get info on fairtrade schools and churches, to make it easier for them to reach out and work with other fairtrade supporters in the area. 
Also, how to get more people involved discussed, as the supporters discussed most of them are older and bringing new people in would be effective. 
Ideas for Fortnight: 
· Leaflet bombing, free samples to MPs in update leaflets to help them remember what fairtrade supporters are doing in their area. 
· A fairtrade trail (like a scarecrow trail to get people to go around visiting various shops and cafes that provide fairtrade, a prize is also being discussed). 
· Working with Co-ops, and their pioneers

Breakout room 7

Liz from Skipton Fairtrade Group/FT Town is very involved with schools in her area and will hold another virtual conference with class groups joining in the afternoon.

We heard from Exeter FT about the Devon plans which we know about from Sue Errington with the visitors from Rwanda.

Stephen from Newcastle FT shared that they were planning coffee mornings, to go into schools and info stalls in their local Coops.  The Lord Mayor is very supportive of FT.  They also hope to that the Civic Centre will once again be lit up in FT colours.

Ludlow are planning to revamp the FT bed in the town and are considering holding a film night and will be working with the schools in their area hopefully in Food Tech lessons.

The feeling was expressed that FT14's theme fits very well with the growing concern around food security and the Choose the World you Want had been a fairly loose theme.  

Linking to International Women's Day was mentioned by Exeter as the Rwandan visitors are both women.

Tatsfield are hoping to hold a FT lunch with a Palestinian theme (Zaytoun products are very popular in Tatsfield) and perhaps show the film and do the quiz.
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